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Proudly Serving Vermont Since 1875

www.vtfsc.org
TO: House Committee On Judiciary
DATE: April 13, 2015
RE: Veterans / Hunters / Shooters Protection Amendment
A.K.A. - Removal of Any Waiting Period for Relief From
Disabilities

Dear House Judiciary -

On April 10th the House Committee on Judiciary received a document
submitted by Erik Fitzpatrick entitled "ATF Approved State Relief From
Abuse Programs”, with this document listing 31 states which have adopted a
Relief From Disabilities process for their citizens when firearms rights have
been removed in Mental Health cases. A link to this document can be found
here.

The Federation has now researched each of the listed 31 states in regards to
what "waiting period" they may require once a person is no longer under the
care of the respective Department of Mental Health; the full results are shown
further below.

To summarize: We find that almost 97% of the listed states (30 out of 31)
have NO WAITING PERIOD for the restoration of a citizen's rights in Mental
Health cases, with only 1 state requiring a 3-year period.

Apparently: The vast majority of states that have considered the restoration of
rights to their citizens have favored upholding "Due Process" of law.

As reflected in my testimony, while the Federation has several issues with the
genesis of S.31 and now S.141, we have reached a point where the single
major objection we are raising is the continued insistence that some arbitrary
time limit should be imposed on an individual before they can begin the
process to regain their constitutional right to possess a firearm, hopefully with
support from Vermont Legal Aid.

The Federation is fully aware that an amendment has been quietly floated in
the background - with this amendment addressing our concern - but we belief
that this amendment may be stonewalled for reasons which completely escape
us, with these reasons not being based upon the creation of sound public policy
which certainly should be the most fundamental basis for the enactment of
legislation.


file:///C:/Users/Chris/Documents/vtfsc/www.vtfsc.org
http://legislature.vermont.gov/assets/Documents/2016/WorkGroups/House%20Judiciary/Bills/S.141/Witness%20Testimony/S.141~Erik%20FiztPatrick~AFT%20Approved%20State%20Relief%20From%20Abuse%20Programs~4-10-2015.pdf

To put a very fine point in this, the Federation has opted to call this
amendment the "Veterans / Hunters / and Shooters Protection
Amendment”, with the majority of those giving testimony speaking out
against the creation of any such waiting period, and we specifically point to the
testimony of Superior Court Judge Brian Grearson, Ed Paquin, Ann Donahue
and others to underscore this.

When presented with this same decision, 30 states chose a path that supports
the Due Process rights of their citizens when their rights had to be removed for
Mental Health reasons, while only one choose a different path (with Nevada
appearing to have been the very first state to have considered adopting a Relief
From Disabilities process).

Following, please find our analysis of these 31 states: We respectfully ask that
you consider this information, and please favorably consider the Veterans /
Hunters / Shooters Protection Amendment.

Regards,

Cﬂgs&%

Chris Bradley

President - Vermont Federation of Sportsmen's Clubs

Secretary, Treasurer and Immediate Past President - Vermont State Rifle &
Pistol Association

CC:  All House Judiciary Members
Kate Wilson - House Judiciary Committee Assistant



States With Relief From Disabilities Programs

Statute

State Hyperlink Waiting Period Adopted
Nevada Link 3 years 2009
New York Link 0 2009
Oregon Link 0 2009
Florida Link 0 2010
Idaho Link 0 2010
Illinois Link 0 2010
New Jersey Link 0 2010
Texas Link 0 2010
Wisconsin Link 0 2010
Arizona Link 0 2011
Connecticut*® Link 0 2011
lowa Link 0 2011
Kansas Link 0 2011
Kentucky Link 0 2011
North Dakota Link 0 2011
Virginia Link 0 2011
Indiana Link 0 2012
Nebraska Link 0 2012
Missouri Link 0 2012
West Virginia Link 0 2012
Alabama Link 0 2013
Delaware Link 0 2013
Louisiana Link 0 2013
Maryland Link 0 2013
Alaska Link 0 2014
Hawaii Link 0 2014
South Carolina Link 0 2014
Utah Link 0 2014
Oklahoma Link 0 2015

Colorado Link 0 Other**

North Carolina Link 0 Other**

* CT's 2011 re-certification is pending following changes to their laws in 2013


http://www.leg.state.nv.us/nrs/nrs-179a.html#NRS179ASec160
http://law.justia.com/codes/new-york/2013/mhy/title-c/article-13/13.09
http://arcweb.sos.state.or.us/pages/rules/bulletin/0811_bulletin/0811_ch859_bulletin.html
http://www.leg.state.fl.us/statutes/index.cfm?App_mode=Display_Statute&URL=0700-0799/0790/Sections/0790.065.html
http://legislature.idaho.gov/idstat/Title66/T66CH3SECT66-356.htm
http://www.ilga.gov/legislation/ilcs/fulltext.asp?DocName=043000650K10
ftp://www.njleg.state.nj.us/20082009/PL09/183_.PDF
http://www.statutes.legis.state.tx.us/Docs/HS/htm/HS.574.htm
http://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/statutes/statutes/51/61
http://www.azleg.state.az.us/ars/13/00925.htm
http://law.justia.com/codes/connecticut/2012/title-45a/chapter-801a/section-45a-100
https://www.legis.iowa.gov/docs/code/2014/724.31.pdf
http://www.kslegislature.org/li/b2015_16/statute/075_000_0000_chapter/075_007c_0000_article/075_007c_0026_section/075_007c_0026_k/
http://law.justia.com/codes/kentucky/2011/237-00/237-108
http://www.legis.nd.gov/cencode/t62-1c02.pdf?20150411212400
https://leg1.state.va.us/cgi-bin/legp504.exe?000+cod+18.2-308.1C3
http://www.in.gov/legislative/ic/2010/title33/ar23/ch15.html
http://nebraskalegislature.gov/laws/statutes.php?statute=71-963
http://www.moga.mo.gov/mostatutes/stathtml/57100000921.html
http://www.legis.state.wv.us/wvcode/ChapterEntire.cfm?chap=61&art=7A
http://codes.lp.findlaw.com/alcode/22/2/52/1/22-52-10.8
http://www.delcode.delaware.gov/title11/c005/sc07/index.shtml
http://law.justia.com/codes/louisiana/2014/code-revisedstatutes/title-28/rs-28-57/
http://mgaleg.maryland.gov/webmga/frmStatutesText.aspx?pid=&tab=subject5&stab=&ys=2015RS&article=gps&section=5-133.3&ext=html&session=2015RS
http://law.justia.com/codes/alaska/2014/title-47/chapter-47.30/article-10/section-47.30.851
http://law.justia.com/codes/hawaii/2014/title-10/chapter-134/section-134-6.5
http://www.scstatehouse.gov/code/t23c031.php
http://le.utah.gov/~code/TITLE76/htm/76_10_053200.htm
http://webserver1.lsb.state.ok.us/OK_Statutes/CompleteTitles/os21.rtf
https://www.lexisnexis.com/hottopics/colorado/
http://www.ncga.state.nc.us/EnactedLegislation/Statutes/PDF/BySection/Chapter_122C/GS_122C-54.1.pdf

** = Other Qualified Relief Programs (but not State Certified)



